SPEECHES

to bind men together in close brotherhood who had a
common gam, or the initiation into a common religious
fraternity. All these we had. Then the impact of
Europe came upon us and one by one these institutions
began to be broken* Our village life is a thing of the
past. The village has lost its community, it has lost its
ideals, has lost that mutual cordiality and binding
together by an intimate common life which held it up
and made its life sweet and wholesome. Everywhere
we see in the village moral deterioration and material
decay. Our joint family has been broken. We are
scattering into broken units and brother no longer
looks upon brother. There is no longer the bond of
love which once held us together, because the old ties
and habit of association are being broken up. Our
caste has lost its reality. The life has gone from within
it and it is no longer an institution which helps towards
unity, a common life or any kind of brotherhood. For
once the idea is broken, the ideal within, which is the
principle of life, is impaired, the form breaks up and
nothing can keep it together. Therefore we find all
these things perishing.

Well, we have been losing these things which were
part of our associated life. But on the other hand
we looked at the civilised nations of the West who are
rushing upon us and breaking our society to pieces,
and we saw that in those nations there were other
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